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  Canan Şenol, “İbretnuma”, video-animation,
  27min 30sec, 2009












x-ist artist Canan Şenol, known for her works on public gender, the body and societal rules, will exhibit two video works in the 11th International Istanbul Biennial, Antrepo (No:3) – Fındıklı.





Canan Şenol, whom we know from her works on public gender, the body and social rules, will be in the 11th International Istanbul Biennial with the works “Exemplary” and “The Fountain”. “Exemplary” is a less common name for the Tales of 1001 Nights. This “video-legend”, as the artist describes it,  is a 27’30’’ long story with a construct that tells tales within tales on a woman’s life. “Exemplary”, which includes miniaturistic characters that we know from her previous works, also has a quality that brings together her works up to date on the subjectified body.

















As the story unfolds, we witness how the power structures such as the state, religion, society and the family play a role on the confinement of the body by feeding off of each other. Şenol thinks that all government mechanisms of the modern era are biopolitical in essence, including things like a whole population under house arrest during censuses. According to the artist, this work presents a critical view of the east that the east has created within itself, and the west through the eyes of the east. 





“The Fountain”, the 57 second video-loop that the artist made after she gave birth in 2000, is the other work of Şenol who generally takes private life in hand and makes conclusions on the whole. Dealing with concepts like body fluids, abundance and nutrition, this video responds to the question addressed in the Biennial theme. 











